
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

This message is to notify you about Washington’s new Reseller Permit and its impact on Indian owned 
businesses. 

The change takes effect on January 1, but businesses need lead time to get ready. 

The following information explains the change, its impact on Tribes and their members, and how to get 
assistance from the Department. 

Legislation – Reseller Permits 
The 2009 Legislature passed Senate Bill 6173, which directs the Department of Revenue (Department) to 
replace the current resale certificate with an agency-issued Reseller Permit.  The current resale 
certificate is self issued.  Businesses use their tax reporting registration number on the certificate.   

Department current practice with Tribal businesses 
Department practice is to provide Tribes and tribal member businesses a unique UBI (unified business 
identifier) account number if the Tribe or business does not have a registration account.  The Tribe or 
member business then uses the UBI account number on their resale certificate. 

Impact of change  
Effective January 1, 2010, businesses may no longer use the self-issued resale certificate to make 
purchases for resale. 

Instead, businesses must have a Reseller Permit issued by the Department and must provide a copy to the 
seller. The Reseller Permit is also the seller’s documentation for the wholesale sale. 

Policy reason for the change from self-issued permit to Department issued permit 
The legislation is aimed at reducing the significant noncompliance by businesses that use their resale 
certificate to buy products for their own use, rather than for resale, and avoid tax in the process.   

The current self-issue system does not permit the oversight necessary to ensure that only valid businesses 
have access to and use the resale certificate to purchase goods for resale.  Misuse of the resale certificate 
costs Washington State an estimated $100 million dollars in lost revenue per year. SB 6173 improved this 
system by moving from a self-issued certificate system to an agency-issued permit system. 

The legislation is not aimed at nor does it target Indians.   

Indians’ tax exempt status has not changed 
This new law impacts business transactions that fall under the resale category for which you used the 
resale certificate – it does not change Indians’ tax exempt status for purchases made in Indian Country or 
Treaty Fishery purchases made anywhere.   

Getting a free permit 
Businesses need to complete and submit a permit application, which can be found on our web site at 
http://dor.wa.gov/resellerpermit. Permits are generally received within 10 business days.  

http://dor.wa.gov/resellerpermit


  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Indian owned businesses should note their tribal status on the application form under Business 
Description. The Department is right now updating the application form to include an Indian Owned 
Business in Indian Country “check box” to further simplify this process.  This will be a flag to the 
Department staff in processing the application.  

Questions and Assistance 
The Department is committed to making sure that Tribal businesses receive a Reseller Permit.   

If you have additional questions about this change, please feel free to call Nettie VanHorn at (360) 902-
7164 or Alyson Fouts at (360) 570-6068.  Nettie is the staff person working directly on the permits.   

Contact Alyson if you would like her to help you facilitate the resolution of this process.  Either of them 
will be happy to assist you. 

And, please feel free to call me with any questions or concerns. 

Leslie Cushman 
Deputy Director 
Tribal Liaison 
360-753-4196 


