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Increase Business Licensing System (BLS) Fees

	Description
	This proposal would increase fees on new applications and on renewals as follows:

· Raise the fee for a new license application to $50 (an increase of $31).
· Raise the fee for a license renewal to $25 (an increase of $14).



	Current Law
	Businesses must file a Business License Application and pay a fee to obtain a state business license, which allows them to do business in Washington.  The license fee does not include fees for specialty licenses, such as liquor or cosmetology licenses.

Certain licenses, such as specialty licenses, must be renewed each year.

The handling fee charged by the Department of Revenue in the Business Licensing System is $19 for new applications and $11 for annual license renewals.  



	Revenue Impact
	State General Fund Impact ($ millions):
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· Estimates assume an August 1, 2015 effective date, resulting in 10 months of collections for Fiscal Year 2016.
· Estimates are based on the Economic & Revenue Forecast Council November 2014 forecast.



	Expenditure Impact
	The Department will not incur any costs to implement this legislation.
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