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Window to apply for I-502 licenses opens Nov. 18 

OLYMPIA – Nov. 4, 2013 – Washington businesses and individuals may start applying for 
recreational marijuana business licenses at 8 a.m. on Nov. 18. Applications will be accepted until 5 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 19, 2013. All complete business license applications filed at any point in this 
window will be considered.  

There are three ways to apply: 

• Online through the Business Licensing Service managed by the Washington State 
Department of Revenue (Revenue) 

• Mail completed paperwork and fees to Revenue:  
State of Washington, Business Licensing Service 
PO Box 9034 
Olympia, WA 98507-9034 

• In person at any of Revenue’s field office locations 

The application materials will not be available online or in offices until 8 a.m. on Nov. 18.  

Washington voters approved Initiative 502 in November 2012, legalizing the production, sale 
and use of recreational marijuana. Revenue provides the initial licensing service for state business 
licenses and forwards the license application to the Liquor Control Board (LCB), which will review 
and approve applications for the three recreational marijuana endorsements.  

Revenue encourages applicants to apply online.  

“The easiest and most flexible way to apply for a business license is through the online 
application,” said Kimberly Eastman, manager of the Business Licensing Service. “There’s no travel 
time or waiting in line at an office, and there are far more payment options available than if you file in 
person or mail in your paperwork.” 

Those who plan to form a corporation or limited liability company must first establish their 
corporation with the Secretary of State’s office. This is a necessary step before filing an application 
with the Business Licensing Service. Revenue suggests businesses take this step ahead of Nov. 18.  

- more - 

For tax assistance or to request this document in an alternate format, visit http://dor.wa.gov or call 1-800-647-7706. 
Teletype (TTY) users may use the Washington Relay Service by calling 711. 
 

http://dor.wa.gov/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dor/bls/ibla/LogIn.aspx
http://bls.dor.wa.gov/file.aspx
http://dor.wa.gov/content/ContactUs/localoffices/
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More details about applying for a marijuana business license – including the nonrefundable 
fees – are on Revenue’s website at http://bls.dor.wa.gov/marijuana.aspx. Visit the Liquor Control 
Board’s website for I-502 implementation information: http://liq.wa.gov/marijuana/I-502. The Office 
of Regulatory Innovation and Assistance provides a useful reference guide for those interested in 
starting a business in Washington: http://www.ora.wa.gov/documents/small_business/sbg_start.pdf. 

# # # 

About Revenue 

The Department of Revenue is Washington state’s primary tax administration agency and has been 
nationally recognized for innovation and service quality. Many of Washington’s programs and 
essential services are supported by Revenue’s tax collection efforts. In fiscal year 2013, Revenue 
collected more than $18 billion from nearly 60 different tax sources. These dollars support public 
schools, social services, health care, corrections, public safety and natural resources conservation. 

 

For tax assistance or to request this document in an alternate format, visit http://dor.wa.gov or call 1-
800-647-7706. Teletype (TTY) users may call (360) 705-6718.  
 

http://dor.wa.gov/
http://bls.dor.wa.gov/marijuana.aspx
http://liq.wa.gov/marijuana/I-502
http://www.ora.wa.gov/documents/small_business/sbg_start.pdf

