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Vancouver, Fife join state’s business licensing partnership

OLYMPIA - Nov. 14, 2014 - The cities of Vancouver and Fife join sixty others as partners in the
state’s Business Licensing Service — a streamlined one-stop shop offering licensing and renewal
services.

Starting Nov. 17, businesses in both cities will use the state’s Business Licensing Service to register or
renew their licenses. The service brings all of the city’s business requirements together and makes
available most, if not all, of the state registrations a business may need to operate, such as a liquor
license.

Businesses currently licensed with the cities will be automatically integrated into the Business
Licensing Service database.

Vancouver is located in Clark County on the north bank of the Columbia River. It is the fourth largest
city in the state, with over 7,000 licensed businesses.

Fife is located in Pierce County, with approximately 1,100 licensed businesses.

The Business Licensing Service is a clearinghouse for business licensing, offering nearly 400 licenses,
registrations and endorsements from 11 state agencies and the partner cities. The Washington State
Department of Revenue (Revenue) manages the Business Licensing Service.

The Business Licensing Service is one of the few systems in the country that allows a business to
become licensed with cities at the same time it registers with state agencies.
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About Revenue

The Department of Revenue is Washington state’s primary tax administration agency, nationally
recognized for innovation and service quality. Revenue collected more than $19.6 billion in tax
revenues in Fiscal Year 2014. These funds go to support public schools, social services, health care,
corrections, public safety and natural resources conservation.
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