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Late in paying business taxes? Penalties increased Aug. 1 

 
OLYMPIA – Aug. 4, 2015 – Businesses with outstanding taxes will face heftier penalties as a result 
of recently approved legislation (Senate Bill 6183). The new law directs the Washington State 
Department of Revenue to increase the delinquent penalties taxpayers face when they miss their tax 
return due date effective Aug. 1, 2015. 
 
Late tax payments made before Aug.1 are being assessed at the former penalty rate. 
 
The new penalty rates: 
 
Number of days after return due date Delinquent penalty 
One day after the due date to the last day of the 
month following the due date 

9 percent (up from 5 percent) 

First day of the second month following the due date 
to the last day of the second month 

19 percent (up from 15 percent) 

First day of the third month and beyond 29 percent (up from 25 percent) 
 
Businesses are assigned to report monthly, quarterly or annually based on their yearly business income. 
Each filing frequency has a specific due date to file and pay their taxes. For instance, a monthly filer 
must file its June return and pay the taxes by July 25 to avoid a late payment penalty.  

Revenue has more information on the changes posted in a Special Notice on its website.  

# # # 

 
About Revenue 

The Department of Revenue is Washington state’s primary tax administration agency, nationally 
recognized for innovation and service quality. Revenue collected more than $19.6 billion in tax 
revenues in fiscal year 2014. These funds go to support public schools, social services, health care, 
corrections, public safety and natural resources conservation. 
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