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Under no circumstances is this proposed rule to be used to determine tax liability and/or exemptions.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 10-23-059, filed 11/12/10, effective
12/13710)

WAC 458-18-210 Refunds—Procedure—Interest. (1) Refunds provi-
ded for by chapter 84.69 RCW are made by the following method: Unless
one of the exceptions in subsection (2) of this rule applies, the tax-
payer must file a claim for refund with the county. This claim must:

(a) Be verified by the person who paid the tax, his guardian, ex-
ecutor or administrator; and

(b) Be filed within three years after the due date of the payment
sought to be refunded; and

(c) State the statutory ground upon which the refund is claimed.

(2) No claim for an order of refund is required for a refund that
IS based upon:

(a) An order of the board of equalization, state board of tax ap-
peals, or court of competent jurisdiction justifying a refund under
RCW 84.69.020 (9) through (12);

(b) A decision by the treasurer or assessor that i1s rendered
within three years after the due date of the payment to be refunded,
justifying a refund under RCW 84.69.020; or

(c) A decision by the assessor or department approving an exemp-
tion application that is filed under chapter 84.36 RCW within three
vears after the due date of the payment to be refunded.

(3) All claims for refunds must be certified as correct by the
county assessor and treasurer and not be refunded until so ordered by
the county legislative authority.

3))) (4) For all refunds, the rate of interest iIs set out iIn
WAC 458-18-220. The rate of interest is based upon the date the taxes
were paid.

((4)) (5) Except as provided in subsections (5) and (6) of this
section, the interest shall accrue from the time the taxes were paid
until the refund is made.

((5)) (6) Refunds on a state, county or district-wide basis
shall not commence to accrue interest until six months following the
date of the final order of the court.

((€6))) (7) Refunds may be made without iInterest within sixty
days after the date of payment if:

(a) Paid more than once; or

(b) The amount paid exceeds the amount due on the property as
shown on the tax roll.

(8) A county legislative authority may authorize a refund on a
claim filed more than three years after the due date of the payment
sought to be refunded if the claim arises from taxes paid as a result
of a manifest error in a description of property.

(a) A manifest error is defined in WAC 458-14-005, and means an
error _in _listing or assessment that does not involve a property reval-
uation. A manifest error can be seen, clearly shown, and corrected
without applying appraisal judgment in forming a decision and revalu-
ing the property.

(b) An example of a manifest error in the description of property
iS _1ncorrect square footage listed in an assessment property record.
The assessor may correct the error by updating the property record
with the correct square footage. The assessed value may change due to
correct square footage, but the correction must reference the records
and valuation methods applied to similar properties.
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(c) Property characteristics determined using appraisal judgment
are not manifest errors in the description of the property. Examples
of property characteristics that are not manifest errors in_ property
description include, but are not limited to, quality of construction,
condition, effective age, view, and others.

(d) A manifest error in the description of the property does not
include other circumstances involving error. Other circumstances in-
volving error that are not eligible for a refund on a claim fFiled more
than three years after the due date of the payment sought include, but
are not limited to, the following:

(i) Taxes mistakenly paid by a person who did not have a leqgal
interest in the property;

(ii) Taxes mistakenly paid by an individual exempted under RCW
84.36.381 through 84.36.389; or

(iil1) Taxes abated for a destroyed property claim under chapter
84.70 RCW.
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