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CHEMICALS AND OTHER ARTICLES USED IN PURIFYING WATER

Issued September 9, 1966

Are purchases of chemicals, filters, and screens for use in purifying water for sale exempt from
Sales Tax?

The taxpayer, a city, processed water for sale.  Chlorine and other chemicals were added to the
water to purify it.  Filters and screens were also used for purification purposes.  An exemption from Sales
Tax was claimed on purchases of chemicals and other materials used in purifying the water.

RCW 82.04.050 provides an exemption from Sales Tax on purchases of articles of tangible
personal property which physically enter into and form a part of a new article or substance produced for
sale.  Chlorine, in purifying water, actually becomes an ingredient or component of the water.  Filters and
screens, although serving to purify water, do not enter into and become a part of the water.  As the chlorine
and other chemicals were a part of the water being sold, purchases of these chemicals were held exempt
from tax.  However, the Sales Tax did apply to purchases of filters and screens by the taxpayer.  (Letter.)
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