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WHEN DO I OWE USE TAX ON ARTWORK, 
ANTIQUES, OR OTHER ITEMS THAT I ACQUIRE?

If Washington sales tax is not paid at the time of 
purchase, then use tax is owed when goods are fi rst 
brought into Washington for use here. 

Use tax is due when goods are purchased or 
acquired:

  In a state or country that does not have a 
sales tax. If you purchase artwork from an Oregon 
dealer that does not charge Washington sales tax 
and bring it into Washington to display in your home, 
the purchase is subject to use tax.

  In a state or country with a sales tax lower 
than Washington’s. For example, you purchase 
a sculpture in Hawaii and pay Hawaii’s sales tax 
(four percent rate). When you ship the sculpture to 
Washington for use here, the sculpture is subject to 
Washington’s use tax. If you provide proof that sales 
tax was paid in Hawaii, you will receive credit for that 
amount against the use tax owed in Washington. 

 From someone who is not authorized to 
collect sales tax. For example, the purchase of a 
painting from an individual though an art magazine 
ad or an antique lamp at a local estate sale is subject 
to use tax. 

 From outside the sate. Purchases made through 
the internet, through ads in art magazines or journals, 
through an online auction house, or from a mail 
order catalog company are subject to use tax. Many 
of these companies collect Washington’s sales tax, 
but if the company from which you order does not, 
you owe the use tax. 


