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Estate Tax – Annual adjustment of the applicable exclusion amount for estates of 
decedents dying in Calendar Year 2026 

Introduction The Department of Revenue must adjust the Washington applicable exclusion amount 
annually using the Seattle metropolitan area October consumer price index (Seattle CPI) to 
determine the adjustment. 

Applicable 
exclusion 
amount 

The applicable exclusion amount is: 

For Estates of Decedents dying 
in Calendar Year 

Applicable Exclusion 
Amount 

2013 2,000,000 
2014 2,012,000 
2015 2,054,000 
2016 2,079,000 
2017 2,129,000 
2018 2,193,000 
2019 2,193,000 
2020 2,193,000 
2021 2,193,000 
2022 2,193,000 
2023 2,193,000 
2024 2,193,000 

1/1/25 to 6/30/2025 2,193,000 
7/1/25 to 12/31/2025 3,000,000 

2026 3,076,000 

Seattle CPI 
unavailable 
for October 
2025 

Due to legislation passed in 2025 (ESSB 5813), the annual adjustment is determined by 
multiplying $3,000,000 by the sum of one and the percentage by which the most recent 
October Seattle CPI exceeds the Seattle CPI for October 2024, effective July 1, 2025. 

The US Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) is not publishing the Seattle CPI for October 2025 
because it was unable to collect the October 2025 reference period survey data due to a 
lapse in appropriations. Therefore, the Estate Tax exclusion amount for 2026 will be 
calculated using the most recent available Seattle CPI, which was published in August of 
2025. 
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Latest 
Seattle CPI 

In the table above, the blue highlight indicates unavailable data, and the yellow highlight indicates the data 
used for the calculation.   

Should the BLS update and add a Seattle CPI for October 2025, the applicable exclusion 
amount and filing threshold will need to be updated. 
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Applicable 
filing threshold 

Due to passed legislation (ESSB 5813), the filing threshold for the Washington Estate 
Tax changed. For estates with due dates on or after July 1, 2025, a return is not 
required to be filed unless the gross estate is equal to or greater than the applicable 
exclusion amount. 

The applicable filing threshold is: 

For Estates of Decedents 
dying in Calendar Year 

Applicable Filing 
Threshold Amount 

2006 to 2015 2,000,000 
1/1/2016 to 10/22/2016 2,000,000 

10/23/2016 to 12/31/2016 2,079,000 
2017 2,129,000 
2018 2,193,000 
2019 2,193,000 
2020 2,193,000 
2021 2,193,000 
2022 2,193,000 
2023 2,193,000 
2024 2,193,000 

1/1/25 to 6/30/2025 2,193,000 
7/1/25 to 12/31/2025 3,000,000 

2026 3,076,000 

Questions If you have questions, contact: 
Estate Tax Team 
(360) 704-5906 
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