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Tax guides provide tips for businesses

OLYMPIA — March 1, 2017 — Are you an aspiring salon owner? Interested in viticulture? Opening a
day care? Learn how state taxes apply to these — and many other types of businesses — by using
industry specific tax guides created by the Washington State Department of Revenue (Revenue).

Thousands of users access these guides monthly. The most frequently used guides cover tax issues for
out-of-state businesses, the construction industry and nonprofits. All 49 guides are on the Revenue
website.

Honored by Tax Jar with a 2017 State Taxy award for “Best Industry Specific Sales Tax Guides,”
these guides consolidate general tax information that applies to certain types of businesses operating in
the state or selling to Washington consumers.

For instance, beekeepers may be eligible for a sales tax exemption on their honey bee purchases.
Interior designers can learn when a transaction is retail or wholesale — and the tax reporting difference.
Grape farmers will find out they do not need a Revenue tax registration account if they only make
wholesale sales.

Revenue advises businesses to contact the department with specific questions not covered by the
guides and sign up for emails that share changes to tax policy.
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About Revenue

The Department of Revenue is Washington state’s primary tax administration agency, nationally
recognized for innovation and service quality. Revenue collected $22.4 billion in tax revenues in Fiscal
Year 2016. These funds support education, social services, health care, corrections, public safety,
natural resources conservation and other public services.

For tax assistance or to request this document in an alternate format, visit http://dor.wa.gov or call 1-800-647-7706.
Teletype (TTY) users may use the Washington Relay Service by calling 711.
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