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Kelso businesses benefit from “one-stop” licensing shop 

OLYMPIA – March 17, 2017 – Starting today, business owners in Cowlitz County can save time 
and effort when registering or renewing their business license. Kelso is now a member of the state’s 
Business Licensing Service, which allows businesses in member cities to apply and pay for required 
city and state licenses with one application and fee. 
 
Kelso now joins Longview and 65 other communities as members of the Business Licensing 
Service. There are 1,400 licensed businesses in this Cowlitz County community of 12,000 residents. 
Kelso charges a $50 annual fee to license most city businesses. 
 
The Business Licensing Service is a one-stop licensing shop that connects state registrations, such 
as liquor endorsements, with locally required business registrations.  
 
The Washington State Department of Revenue (Revenue) has managed the Business Licensing 
Service since July 2011.  
 
Learn more about the service at http://bls.dor.wa.gov/. A list of all partnering cities is linked here.  
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About Revenue 

The Department of Revenue is Washington state’s primary tax administration agency, nationally 
recognized for innovation and service quality. Revenue collected $22.4 billion in tax revenues in Fiscal 
Year 2016. These funds support education, social services, health care, corrections, public safety, 
natural resources conservation and other public services. 
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